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perhaps longed to be susceptible; I have
longed to know this sentiment which takes
hold upon one's whole life, and itself shapes
the fate of every minute of the day/ But
Mirza has read (and read too much), and still
more has conversed and reflected. * It has
never before/ she says, ' been possible to
deceive rne, or for me to deceive myself.'
' Mirza/ cried Ximeo, ' how I pity you!
The pleasures of thought are not enough.
Only those of the heart satisfy all the faculties
of the soul/ " Nothing whatever in these early
attempts proclaims the great writer; but they
describe a state of soul, and reveal the woman.
This is the principal and Indeed the sole in-
terest to be found to-day in the most impor-
tant of these youthful works, which is entitled
" Letters upon the Writings and Character of
Jean Jacques Rousseau." It is a pretentious
piece, made up of variations composed by a
young virtuosa upon a fashionable theme for
a parlor concert The style is false, taste has
changed, amateurism is out of date; but the
work is a declaration, almost a programme
of life. Germaine experienced the charm of
Rousseau, but she was not entirely captivated
by it. It was a shadow which will deepen, still
more with the years. It marks the line which
separates Germaine Necker from the other two